
Moseley Road Baths



“More than 100 swimmers from across the UK took 
part in a one-off photo event on Sunday aimed at 
highlighting the plight of one of the Birmingham's 
most important community buildings. The 100 
Swimmers, a project by photographer Attilio 
Fiumarella, saw the empty Gala Pool at Moseley 
Road Baths in Balsall Heath filled with swimmers, 
photography fans, city heritage enthusiasts and 
community supporters; a reaction to the news that 
Birmingham City Council intends to close the 
historic building permanently in 2015.”

20 July 2014, The Birmingham Post





Moseley Road Baths is a building of national importance. Opened in 1907, it is the only 
working pre-war baths to have Grade II* listed status.  The other two listed swimming 
baths are in London. 

Simon Inglis, author of the English Heritage series of books on buildings for sport and 
recreation, Played in Britain, describes it as one of the most internationally significant 
buildings of its type anywhere in the world.

It was built by the Corporation of Birmingham to convince the neighbouring borough 
of Balsall Heath to become part of Birmingham; this is a building that oozes civic pride 
and shouts about Birmingham. 

It survives almost intact, still used for its primary purpose, with very few alterations to 
the original layout and containing many of its original features, fixtures and fittings, 
such as the oak ticket office, spectator gallery, balconettes, steam-heated drying racks 
and 200,000-litre cast iron cold water storage tank. 

The ‘First Class’ gala pool closed in 2003 amid safety fears. In 2004 this was followed 
by the closure of Britain’s only surviving set of pre-war private ‘slipper baths’ – 46 of 
them, which were still used by local people until this point. 

The smaller Second Class ‘Pool 2’ remains open and is widely used. Whilst the building 
is still owned by Birmingham City Council, swimming is now run by Moseley Road 
Baths Charitable Incorporated Organisation (set up in 2018). 

In 2016, a coalition of organisations came together to explore how to safeguard the 
future of the Baths which are hugely loved by the people of South Birmingham and are 
unquestionably one of Birmingham's most treasured buildings. Making significant 
steps forward, such as the restoration of the Gala Pool Roof, repairs and maintenance 
of the building, and an emerging programme of cultural activity, the Coalition’s work 
continues…



The Gala Pool















Pool 2



When the building opened in 1907, the ‘Second Class’ 
pool closed for swimming during the winter as it was 
difficult and expensive to heat the water during the cold 
weather. During that time the pool was emptied of water 
and covered with a floor. It was used for social events, 
including games such as billiards and cards, or for dances. 
The dances were very popular and took place until the 
early 1950s.

During bombing raids in WW2 doctors and volunteer 
nurses tended the wounded in the space. There were 
bunk beds for staff and the wall at the end of the pool 
had two doorways added for ambulances to come in and 
out.



The current swimmers’ 
entrance to Pool 2





Public baths





“I arrived in Britain in 1966 and lived 
on Highgate Road. It was a shared 
house, shared kitchen, toilet, 
everything. We didn’t have a bath, so 
I went to the washing baths at 
Moseley Road sometimes twice a 
week, It was part of our weekly 
routine and you’d meet lots of 
people there. It was about a shilling 
for a child. Dad would give me half a 
crown and I’d have a bath and then 
get something to eat.” 

Abdul Hamid 



“There was a big rope hanging down 
over the bath to help you lower 
yourself in or pull yourself out”

– Jim Fitzgerald

“For just a small amount of money it was 
possible to have a hot bath in a private 
cubicle. It was even possible to hire a towel 
and soap. The ‘Baths Attendant’ filled up 
the Bath with hot water and then took the 
handle of the tap away to stop people from 
using too much water. There was an electric 
bell to get the attention of the attendant if 
you wanted anything or felt ill. There were 
so many people who wanted to have a bath 
that bathers could only stay in for a 
maximum of 30 minutes.”

There are 46 baths at Moseley Road Baths, 
divided into ‘Men’s First Class’, ‘Men’s 
Second Class’ and ‘Women’. It is the only 
complete set of slipper baths in the 
country. 











Committee Room & 
money taker’s flat



Detail













To the South – A435 Moseley (2 mins), Kings Heath (5 mins), Coughton (45 mins)
To the East – Balsall Heath, Sparkhill, Sparkbrook, A34 Stratford Road
To the West – Edgbaston (10 mins)
To the North – City Centre, Bullring (10 mins)

Location



The Baths and Library formed part of an 
impressive series of civic and public buildings 
fronting Moseley Road – described by Simon 
Inglis as a ‘heritage corridor’. In the mile-long 
stretch from Highgate Park to Trafalgar Road 
there are 17 noteworthy buildings of Georgian, 
Victorian or Edwardian vintage, 10 of which are 
listed.  They include The Friends Institute (II*) 
and Moseley School of Art (II).



Muslim Masjid Sikh GurdwaraBalsall Heath Library



Listing



Audiences, arts projects 
& campaigning



Moseley Road Baths is popular with 
audiences in Balsall Heath, Sparkbrook, 
Sparkhill, Moseley, Kings Heath and 
Edgbaston). 

It has been the location for a number of arts 
projects led by some of Birmingham’s highly 
innovative, internationally renowned festivals 
including FIERCE, Supersonic and Flatpack
Film Festival. 







One of the campaign  posters flyers that
was put up in windows in local neighbourhoods 
during the campaign to keep the Baths open

Private Eye, 2014



“The previous Conservative/Lib Dem city administration commissioned a 
conservation plan for the baths from historic buildings experts Rodney Melville 
and Partners and the Birmingham Conservation Trust. It had discussions with 
the Heritage Lottery Fund about a grant for phase one of restoration, although 
a grant was never confirmed. But it would have required a matched funding 
input from the council. The Labour group says this money is not available 
although the opposition claims that it was allocated while they were in power.

Birmingham has traditionally given a low priority to the care and continued use 
of its historic buildings. It has always been more impressed by the new and the 
novel, however shallow or transient they may be…I don’t know whether this 
philistine tradition started with Herbert Manzoni, the city planning officer from 
1935 to 1963, but he certainly exemplified it. He said in 1957: “I have never been 
very certain as to the value of tangible links with the past. They are often more 
sentimental than valuable... As to Birmingham’s buildings, there is little of real 
worth in our architecture. Its replacement should be an improvement... As for 
future generations, I think they will be better occupied in applying their 
thoughts and energies to forging ahead, rather than looking backward”…too 
often Birmingham, in both public and private sectors, is typified by an absence 
of interest and respect given to its architectural heritage”.

Joe Holyoak, Birmingham-based architect and urban designer
writing in The Birmingham Post, 2014



Pool of Memories Project 2010-2013
Lottery-funded project to document the 
history of Moseley Road Baths
www.poolofmemories.co.uk

Friends of Moseley Road Baths
Proactive campaign group
www.friendsofmrb.co.uk


